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A Story of Renewal and Return to Judaism

The &nuwsim: The Forced

Anar Fueland's steey beping in the [5th con-
tuery, when the Sparash and Pornguaese
[npedsivions forced all Jows in the Iherion
Perinsula to leave or wonvert to Catholicism.
Rather then teave o give up dheir fuih,
many femifies converred, while sll pracric-
ing sune furm of Judmsm in secree,’

Afmozt frotn the stare, the Arvim who
swere foread to congen lookad whomn ehe New
Woorled ses e herven fromm persecution.

Flincewer, when they anel their descendants
fledd o the New Wiwld, the Ingaeisicon fol-
fowed, sseablishing e anero-cle-fé i the
Spemish and Pormugses: colomies of South and
Centred America, as well as in tocay's Flovida
ard Awmerican Southwest. Today, mere than
300 yers after the exgulsiom, many Cheistion
Jamnities theaghout the United Sttes are dis-
covering that the ancient cusioms they froc-
tice, the family stories they eell, or the names

thetr Jeevish past.

This story expleins how one descen-
daret's search for her famity's past roughy
her bock wr Judmisn and how she has surmed
her tshuve, ov spiritsed Tenswal, fito g quest
Jor elping odhers weconcile their oun helicfs
with those of thetr ancestors.

— fruly Priven

they piss on o thetr children may be sims of {E;

Ana Kurland at het cormmunion. 4
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by ANA KURLAND
as rold to JUTH PRIVEN

| St. Manuel’s Day

the distant memory of my ancestors’

taith, thae che women: 1 was bon,
v fated to shed my Carholic veneor aned
reclaimg the Judaism of my past. [ was o
und baptized 4% years aga in Pucrwo Rico,
the davghter of Francisco (Garcia e
uevedo amd Apa Gouzdles, All the
wotnen i my farmly are named At —
including me, my mother, my prandmorl-

I'd lilers tor believe thar T was born wich

et Y AuOk, tmy sisters and my eight or
aine consing. ALL te g bave the same
middle name — Manuel, the name of my
raretnzl grndfather. The custom ol giv-
ing all of us children the same name was
just one of the many odd things about my
family.

Once, when T was very young, [ was
old that my family came from Jewish
Spantards, but 1 forgor this seemingly
irrelevant information alenost the second [
heard iL. Even so, I hegan asking questions
ut an early age. Owiwardly, my parents
were Catholic like thase arownd them, Yet
[ wondered why we did nor have any cro-
cifixes or pictores of the saints and che
Virgin throughout the howse, as all my
[tiends did. I wondered why, cxcepe for
hapaists and weddings, we never went o
church - even on Euster and Clrisrmas.
Or why we had our big celebrution on rhe
Mew Year, rather than the 25th of
Decomber, as everyone else did. “The
New Year is St Manuels Day, vour grasd-
faher's Saints' Day,™ oy e bwer mold me.
Her explanation sectwed w0 make sense.
For a while.

Chne day, I decided ra find ot more
about 5t Matuel. Trying to he a good
Catholic, 1 seardied ¥or his name in =
Sainey’ Day book from Catholic sehool.
Although | scarched far quite awhile, [
couldn't find anything abour St Manwoels
Day or even S0 Manuel himself. Thats
how [ learned thar St Maneel did no
eVETt eXisl according to rteaditional
Cathidics. S0 [ went o my Tia Parda
(Aunt Patria). "The New Year is the day
of Jesus' circumeision,” she whispersd,

-~ and then, cmbanassed, as if she had said

G

o tonmuch, ste walked away. Twas six or
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sever at the time, and even
though [ lkoaked oup the word “eircumci-
siom” inn the dictiomary, 1 was still puzzlod.
Apparently, my family had secrets they
didr'e want me o understan:d.

By the Lime T was 12 years old, [ laad
what 1 Tater called wny orisis of faith. [
decided thar | dide't helicve any of the
religious dactrines from school; therefore,
| was no longet & Catholie,

Bur | seill helieved in Crad, so [ began
searching for the religion thut seemed
vight for me. I read books about every
ather weligion | could find — Buddhism,
Hinduism, even Zoroasteiatrism. Each time
1 tead, though, | (ound something e
buthered me, something that wasn't righs.

The last religion | studied was
Judsisme, apd Judaism was different. As
soon as 1 started reading abour it holy
books, ies beliefs, T knew [ had oopd whar
I needed. Maybe it's because Jews helieve in
a single God, nstead of a trnity, and,
unbess you are Orthodox, vou can define
thar God a5 you want, Or mavbe because
deep, deep down, | remembered that unce,
in anithet age, our family hod been fewish,
[ just dorde oo

When ! went to my awnt again, she
rold e that, ves, we had come from a
Spanish Jewish family, but that our ances-
rars had converted st were “sincere”
Cutholics after a few generations. Now my
parents’ attitude toward the chusch began
0 make more sense. 1 bepan loaking inco
iy [anily coots and, at the suoe tine,
reading all T eonld abowe Jewish customs.
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Several Hines 1 read how
sometimes the descendarms of the Can-
wemses nften ineatporated both Jewish and
Carholic concepts inro the same tiwal or
hatiduy — for exanple, how they ate an
undenvened soda cracker ealled pan de
semana (literalby translated as Semitic
hread}t for Basrer o fasted in honor of “St
Esther” on Purim, Suddenly, T remembered
my aunt’s embarrassed explanation aboot
St Wanuels Day, and 1 wndemsrond: Oue
Mew Years Day was o mivoore of Hebrew
apd Catholic ideas. St Munuels [Dav, or
New Year's, was teally the anniversary of
tesus” bris.,

T’shuwvar

Afrer gradustion from high school, 1
Lcame a full-time stodent ar George
Washington University in Washingeon,
., then worked at add jobs o support
myself, TBvenn though 1 atwended a
Conservalive synagogee o fow times, T real-
Iy didn™ [eel Jewish until the first time |
went 1o a seder, a0 a friends huse, T oan’
explain i, but as saon as the seder began,
s soom a5 they hepan the rituals of hiding
che afikomen and dippitg inro the wine
for cach of the 10 plagues, a funiliar feel-
ing began tugping af my memory, as
though somehow [ had performed rhese
tituals many times before, & long time ageo,
9 reully belong here 1 said o mgsell
"This is ooy home."

Mew I belicve thar at least twe of my
grandpacens, on my mothers side, were
Bnai Anusim. Most descendanls Leace
their limeage through their sutnames, or
family names.! For e, the key was the my

Our New Yeawr’s Doy, ov St. Manuely
Day, wos a- mixtire of Hebrew and
Catholic ideas. It wasy veally the
anwniversawy of Jesus brig

great-grandmother’s lisst and lase name - -
Ara Morene, For many years, the name
Woreno was popular aovang the Anusim,
especially seachers, because of its dual
meaning “morene,” ar “dark,” in Spanish
and “fmotenw,” or “ouwr teacher” in
Hebrew. Probably, | thought, one of the
women in our Family liad been aeacher

Even more intetesting was the name
A ne,” which was noc just my fizsst name
and the pame of all my cousing, bur alse
the first name of my mother, grand-
mother, grest-grandmother and  great-
great grandmether, Muny hidden Jows
wsed 1o give all the women in a family che
wame ntame in order to feol the Inguisiton
when it came knocking on the door. With
pride, T imagined the officials greeting my
ancestral preat-great-grandmother with
the dreaded pranouncement: “We're here
to arrest Ana Morena.” “Which ore!™ she
would say sweetly, poincing o her daugh-
teps. “Fhere are four of us™ Daffled, the
officials would leave wirhowe making an
arrest.

S here | was, at the age of 33, a bap-
tized Cutholie il ver the descendant of
at leust four Jewish women through my
mathers line. I was already lving as a Jew,
staying away from sheltfish and pork and
separating meat and milk. | was dating
Jewish guys, all my friends were Jewish,
und | was taking classes with Bahbi
Tlalpem of Shaare Tefika in Silver Spring,
Marylansd. Bven after 12 vears of stady, §
wanted to lean everything T could about
the Bible, Lseaeli history, the Jewish holis
days and customns. Since Judaism eradi-
vionally hus defined a Jew through the
blocdline of the mather, T probably could
have considered myself Jewish without
making a formal conversion

The question of conversion is abways
difficult. Some descendants of Conversos

e
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All the women vy my family are
named Ana. Al the men have the
same middle name — Mavnwel. The
customs way fust one of the Moy

want to be accepred as Jowish, sven with-
et comverting. Bk to e, @ conversioln was
important, hecause one of my atcestars hind
made a change, and T needed w wndo thae
change. Yer, 1 felr the time wasn't right.
Eventually, Rabbi Tlalpem wanted to
know why 1 didn't convert. "] still don't
Lnow everything,” 1 explained. "You can
niever know cverything,” wus the reply,

I was thinking about Rabhi Halper's
words one day, riding home frome wark on
the bus. When T ot off, | saw a rainhow,
and [ remembired that the minbow was 2
sign from Guod in the biblical stocy of
Moah. It was ther, for the first time, that
| fett the souls of my ancesloes Cying out
to me — hat far revenge, bar far rencwal
or return. e was time D convert,

“Dow't Tell Anyone’
Unfortunately, for Brai Anusim, an awa
of fear and secrecy still summounds the
recognition of Jewish uncesery, especially
since the Holocaust and the ecemergence
of 5o toch Tecent urti-Semitism, When 1
discovered Judaist, | wawed to weack oth-
ers who, like me, hod been ipnorant of
iheir Jewish heritage. Since then, 1 have
been working for the Libraty o Congress,
first in the Hispsnic section, where b was
able Lo recomrmend bhooks and articles on
the Anusim, and vow in che serials sec-
tiom, where 1 caralog Spanish, English,
Luditir s sorae Portpuese and Tralian
magazines and journals. | am currently be-
ing rrained o catalog 1lebrew muaterials as
weli,

Six and a half years ago, 1 seareed
web site culled “Bnas Anusim® for these
who may be descended from Spanish o
Fortuguese fews. Now, I ron several web
sites, which attruct pecple from all over
the wouldF Mast of the those who come

tox the site have
novet realized
thar the fami-
ly habits they
thoupht were 700 TR
s "odd” are really u formn of hid-
den Jewish life. Likewise, many also
thought rhat they were the only anes o
hear their parents whisper, “Don’t vell
anyone, but we wre Jewish." Now they
krtaw they are nat alone,

The ancient mabhis said that someone
who saves a stagle soul saves the world,
Maw [ want to save ather souls who have
bren Jost to the Jewish wotld hecause
their ancestors were forced [0 comwert.

[ want fo pive thew & chance wo fRarn Lero A, vvening “the Frarced," fue e comeetted

\ . . Jewn Usermsetves and “F'nai Avusine for their descen -

about their family history and cubtere, as 1

[ dicl. My purpese is now necessatily o | One acousare soece of infarmation is the annals of the

te-convert but to help the Fost Anusin Trupisitine dnself, wevichs Tty e waancs of irs victios awl
i i | d ter ds f also describes tae sustoume for which they weee bronghe

trace their lineage und understand sotme A the weteeda-fe 1n some waps, 1he socand keopers of Lthe

the customs p.usﬁcd oty from generalion £Q auto-da-3& were like the ®ans, whe also kept detaaled

pEnerLun, Ciniding them through their recomis of Lusds aoass monders.

o t - His _I ] R , i 'I‘ﬁ,]l A ares e Spanial speskers inclide Bloai Amesim; s

tarniky WY &l CLtre 15 Worde emkcralip Tise, Apelkidue Selardicas (Sepharle uc-

enonigh, And when someone decides w mimes], wlicT focases on pemedipy and Anusim-

reclaim the ancien fairh of their funnily, as Tohussh bor thase whe wal to converr. To subscalbe,

[ did, my heart fills up with joy. This is the

guest Lhat bas now become my hobby, my

FORL It rerelye an avication dooen Ak
Caburraboocom and becone s member of e appeo-
wark, rthe soul of wy life. [t is my redemp-
tion fof my ancestoes.

Ana with har mothez, Ann Gnnlﬁll;:. un;i Aunt
Wito, left, an Mew Year's Eve, 1968,

* Thraughaur lewish listory, the comeecked Spanieh Jeas
anel Bueir anullcs have been Tamwwd 26 barmnis, o
devogatory Spraniab wend far “swine”; Crygpe or Hidklen
Jews: o canply Conrersue St bemelf o e Helwew

PR valos gooug.

Ana Kurland and her husband, Hrian,
anend a Consereative Sytgague m
Rockwille, Md. It addition o her work ar
the Likrary of Congress, Ane loves o cook.
She has congribured several recipes g0 an
internarmmat conkibook being developed by
the Libvary of Congress Cooking Club,

July Priven ts a freclance writer curient-
by euorking on a ook bosed on the mevgivs of
Jewish irvenigrans o the LS, aithin the losc
have not formally comverted, AR have gained a | 75 sears. She is alsn the pueblisher of Tellof
greaser understontaing of Judaism and the pare | America, Inc., which specialives in tnforme-
that their formily plevied m i fisaory. ¥ i tion abowe mternapimal velocation,

A this e, no one else i Ana’s family
s g “venemed” Jew, Yer, to dute, over G
people have repistered as members of Ana's
G'nes Amoesire list. Several have formatly con-
verted Back i the faith of thelr ancestors, while
a few have maintained their Carholic rints
gnd femith, along with the customs they how
ke have fewssh owigins, The mooriey now
idersify themselies as Jeoss, olthough many

w
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